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Calais History Takes Shape in the Modern Age 
It is with some sadness that this newsletter opens, as we must 

immediately address the most significant event of the past season: that 

of the loss of the oldest church in Calais. The Union church, which has 

in its time served as the bastion of the Unitarians, the Methodists, and 

the Christian Fellowship Society, has been demolished. The historic 

corner of Calais Avenue and Main Street is no longer graced by the 

towering heights of the once-revered structure that drew the attention 

of the worshipful ever since its 

erection in 1834. 

 Such is the nature of human 

creations, particularly once their 

purpose is lost. The church was 

built with great fanfare to serve 

the needs of the Unitarian 

congregation, and it did so in fine 

fashion for many decades. 

However, the arrival of the motor 

vehicle did much to affect the 

landscape of Calais—as more and more residents began requiring parking 

spaces for their horseless carriages, the crowded church corner became 

increasingly impractical. The Methodists soon determined that a new 

location would be favorable for the congregation, and the former Union 

church fell out of regular use. 

     The Holmes Cottage     The Holmes Cottage                                                         The Holmestead 

  

      Whitlock's Mill Lighthouse 1909 

Photo by Pat Peck 
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 As the decades past the old church suffered deterioration from winter’s frost and spring's thaw. The inner 

sanctuary became the dwelling-place of various animals as the elements slowly took their steady toll. Seeing the 

once-glorious church reduced to a poorly aged hulk was a constant visual reminder to many residents of how 

even our most distinguished structures can turn to ruin. 

 With the corner of Calais and Main now strikingly stark, there is the opportunity for valuable growth in 

the absence of the decayed structure. Now that the ruins are gone from steady sight, the doorway opens to warm 

nostalgia rekindled in the shared memories of former patrons. Those of us less familiar with the church in its 

glory days will meet it in the photographic record, where it will always exist as the shining light it once was. As 

the digital community of Calais continues to coalesce, the historical past continues to gain meaning. 

 In the meantime, the history of the town continues to evolve around us. The magnificent Gothic St. 

Anne's Episcopal Church now reins as the longest-standing church, having presided over the top of Church 

Street since 1853. SCHS Vice President Jerry LaPointe and member Shane DelMonaco provided an informative 

tour of the structure to dozens of interested visitors in August.  

 Also in August, nationally renowned Rhode Island artist Amy Bartlett Wright completed her 14’ x 65’ 

mural depicting Calais in its days of high industry on the side of the Community Thrift Store downtown. The 

mural features the Rose Standish in grand form, effectively returning the steamship to its rightful place as a 

vehicle for Calais passengers—though it now serves to transport us to the glorious past. 

 
 

Past Meetings and Events  

  As is usually the case, the summertime proved to be the society’s most lively time of year with a number 

of well-attended events taking place. Society members, guests, and visitors were able to partake in the annual 

picnic at the Stone House, Tea and Treasures at the Holmestead, and the ever-popular cemetery tour. Other 

events such as a tour and history presentation of St. Anne's Church complemented the season's festivities.  

  At the Stone House, approximately fifty guests spent a pleasant afternoon enjoying a radiant day 

alongside the St. Croix River. Ample food and drink was on hand to ensure that no pallet was left unsated. 

Owner and former SCHS President Brand Livingstone proved to be the ever-gracious host and delighted in 

touring the property with each interested party. For those who have not had the pleasure of seeing the Stone 

House first hand, or for those who would like to know more about its history, Brand commissioned the creation 

of a pamphlet and online gallery (which also contains the pamphlet text), viewable  at 

livingstonehouse.weebly.com.  

  This year’s Tea and Treasures (coordinated by Joni Miller and a team of volunteers) featured a suitably 

tantalizing array of finely crafted sweets, sandwiches, and snacks, accompanied of course by bottomless pots of 

tea and coffee. After enjoying their meal, guests were able to tour the Holmestead to view the art work of the 

Washington County Community College's senior art class. Several pieces of collected art were on display, 
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including drawings, wood-burned items, crafted textiles, and 

mixed media designs. The event was attended by about sixty 

guests, equally divided between first-time visitors and those 

faithful patrons that make a point to come every year. 

  On the day of the parade during the International 

Festival, the Holmes Cottage and Holmestead were open to all 

visitors wishing to have a look at the Victorian-era interiors and 

furnishings. Traditional blacksmith Mark Miskell worked his 

forge in front of the Holmestead for most of the day, joined by 

his wife, who demonstrated her exceptional talents with Irish 

weaving techniques.  

  The fifth annual cemetery tour was a rousing 

success, attracting nearly two hundred visitors to the hallowed 

grounds. The tour this year featured eight performances by 

society members, who merrily regaled their captivated guests 

under ominously cloudy skies. The former Calais residents 

highlighted this year were: Mitchellis Silverstone, Charlotte 

Mason, Ruth Clark, Solomon and Jane Coy, Frances Duren, 

James Arnold, Charles Swan and Josephine Moore. In 

accordance with our efforts to expand the society into the 

digital age, several performances were recorded and uploaded to YouTube. To view the videos, visit YouTube 

and search for “St Croix Historical Society”. Since being uploaded a few weeks ago, the videos have had a total 

of 598 views. 86% of viewers have come from the United States, 

though four viewers from France also enjoyed having a look at 

the Calais across the pond. The most popular video has been that 

of Jane Eaton playing the role of general store owner Ruth Clark. 

Ruth’s neighborhood store exists in living memory and many 

have enjoyed reminiscing on visiting Ruth and partaking of her 

sundry goods.  

  At the end of August, society member Fred Becker took it 

upon himself to spearhead a yard sale to clear out some of the 

artifacts and items that had accrued in the rear depths and attic of 

the Holmestead. Donations from community members came in at 

a steady pace, and by the close of the weekend, almost $1000 had 

been added to the society’s coffers. Part of the proceeds went to a 

new printer, enabling us to retire the nearly-decade old 

cantankerous model that has served as the society’s workhorse 

for the past several years. 

 

September 7th – Lewis Family Early Videos of Calais: The first meeting of the early fall season was held in 

the first week of September. The meeting featured unique, rarely-seen video footage of Calais in the early 1940s 

and ‘50s, originally recorded by the Lewis family. Included in the footage was black and white and color footage 

of the burning of the Calais Academy, the Beckett and Coleman Bridges fires downtown, and a parade running 

Jane Eaton as Ruth Clark, 2015 

The gracious hosts of Tea and Treasures 
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from Downes Street to Main Street and then toward the bridge. It is the society’s intention to make at least parts 

of the video available online (stay tuned to the Facebook page to see when they are available). 

A Look Back at the First Frontier Week 

 With the International Festival of early August behind us, the story of the very first such festival (as written by Al 

Churchill) may interest our readers. –ed 

  Until very recently, the four border communities have been largely one social and economic unit. Cross 

border romances and marriages have always been common. The great lumber barons harvested the forests with 

equal voraciousness on both sides of the river, floated the logs to mills on whichever side was more convenient 

and shipped the finished product in whatever ship was available. Duties, import restrictions, export licenses and 

the nationality of workers were largely ignored and, if a revenuer or customs agent did have the audacity to 

question certain practices, he was soon convinced of the wisdom and financial advantage of looking the other 

way. Even during prohibition when alcohol was illegal in Maine, there was no serious attempt to stop smuggling.  

  Louis Morrison tells of his trips to St Stephen as a youngster in the 1920's on his uncle's wagon to get 

loam. The team waited at the pit until the bootlegger arrived to load a dozen 3 gallon tins of Belgian 180 proof 

rum in the bottom of the wagon.  The tins were covered with loam and the wagon brought back across the bridge 

with a wink and a nod from the customs officer.  

In reality, the only division between Calais and St Stephen was political. St Stephen was not only a 

different town; it was in a different country. However even this changed during International Frontier Week in 

1961 when the first and probably only international election was held on the U.S.-Canadian border and Bob 

Treworgy of Calais was elected to serve mayor of the entire international community  from June 30, 1961 to July 

8, 1961. 

Frontier Week in 1961 was the 

predecessor of today's International Festival and 

it was a very big deal. The program for Frontier 

Week is 100 pages long, listing 9 days of events. 

It included messages of congratulations from 

President John F. Kennedy, Prime Minister John 

Diefenbaker and other political notables. 

Original poetry in the program was interspersed 

with local histories and ads from nearly every 

business in the area.  

Events ranged from the Frontier Week 

Beard Contest to a challenge baseball game 

between Gov John Reed and his executive 

council and Premier Louis Robichaud and his 

cabinet. The umpires were the Governor of 

Massachusetts and the Premier of Nova Scotia. 

A fishing derby featuring Red Sox great Ted 

Williams attracted many of the famous fishermen of the day to the area and each day was filled with concerts, 

dinners, grand balls, square dancing, contests of every sort including a bathing suit contest sponsored, not 

surprisingly, by the Lions Club, an international soap box derby and a huge parade on July 4th. Patricia Stewart 

of Calais won the beauty contest and Ted Williams hit a single for each side in the baseball game.   

Premier Robichaud and Patricia Stewart; Bill Boardman in 

background 
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Sadly many of the businesses in the program are only memories-The St Croix Valley Drive-In, 

Unobskeys, Lincoln Motor Court, Donovan's Nationwide, Pollock's Mobil, Down East TV., Western Auto,  

Andrews Tobacco Stand, Grant's Dairy, Algar's Cleaners, Osbourne's Pharmacy,  Cole Bridges, Barnes Bros., 

H.S.Silverman, Jim Kelly's Clothing, Tupper's Cabins, The St Croix Music Shop, F.L. Stewart, Vira's 

Restaurant, Molly's Restaurant, Bates Jewelers, Trimble's Shoe Store, Cassidy's Shoe Store,  Cold Spring Motor 

Court, Ross Bros., and Webster's General Store in Robbinston are all gone. 20,000 people were expected to 

participate and apparently most of them came. Presiding over this magnificent event was Bob Treworgy, Calais 

businessman and, for a week, Mayor of the entire St Croix Valley. 

Donations and contributions since our last newsletter 

 The society received several noteworthy contributions since 

the last newsletter. Society members Candace and Alan Dwelley are 

leaving the Calais area and as such have donated two exceptional 

washbasins from the late 1800s. One of the basins is a “Peerless” 

reservoir washstand made by Hale and Kilburn Manufacturing 

Company, first patented in 1878 (an original ad for which is seen on the 

right). Dr. William Gould, who has been serving the Calais area as a dentist 

for quite some time, has retired, and in honor of the occasion he donated a 

map of Calais from around the 1840s that was hanging in his office to the 

Holmestead.  

Thelma Eye graciously donated more of her research materials from 

her Washington County: The Way We Were book, and a 1979 poetry book 

written by local poet Alberta Farthing Owens was also submitted by Mary 

Lane. Alberta was born here in Calais in 1936, graduated from CHS in 1954, 

married Frederick Owens in 1961, and used to write poetry for the Calais 

Advertiser on occasion. The poetry book includes this poem, which fondly 

recalls former WQDY personality Ron MacKechnie: 

The Good Morning Man 

His surname is MacKechnie, 

He’s known to all as “Ron”; 

It seems to be his pleasure, 

To greet you with the dawn. 

 

He brings you all the local news, 

And the national scene, as well;  

What happened this day in history, 

And the weather forecast, he’ll tell. 

 

There’s a variety of music, 

To brighten up your day; 

And a visit from Joe Healy, 

Who hails from across the way. 
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A devotional time is also heard, 

That’s something that’s needed by all; 

Kids wait for those “no school announcements”, 

In the winter and the fall. 

 

Ron hosts the show call “open line”, 

On which you can sell, or swap, or buy; 

A favorite time I look forward to, 

On W.Q.D.Y. 

 

You can tune him in at 1-2-3-0, 

That’s our local radio stations; 

Up here in the sunrise county, 

“Downeast” to the rest of the nation. 

 

I’m sure if you “picked him up”, just once, 

On the station at Calais Maine; 

You’d find your listening pleasure such, 

That you’ll want to do it again. 

 

  -Alberta Farthing Owens 

 

 

Ron MacKechnie was a favored announcer of the WQDY radio station for several decades. He was 

himself a graduate from CHS in 1961 and was hired as an announcer while still in high school. The Bangor 

Daily News recorded the following words from former station owner Dale Hollingdale in his obituary in the 

December 13, 1996 issue: 

“I recall the first time he went on air. I was training him, and I was nervous for him. We were in a 

national newscast at the time. He was supposed to take over when we went local... He switched on the mike and 

sounded like he had been on the air for 10 years,” said Hollingdale. “He was a professional from the first 

moment he went on the air.” MacKechnie was not only an on-air personality who spun records, he had a deep 

appreciation for his community. For years he hosted an interview program called “Talk of the Town,” addressing 

the needs of the community as well as national and world issues. 

 

Remembering David Livingstone 

 One of the society’s members passed away in May of this year, and owing to his connection with local 

history it seems only appropriate to touch briefly upon his life. David Livingstone, brother to former society 

president Brand, was 94 at the time of his departure. In that span of life he bore witness to a great deal of the 

development of the local area and enjoyed several of its simpler pleasures.  

Photo by Tom McLaughlin 
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 “David was an avid reader,” Brand recalls. However, he wasn’t always so—in early grade school he was 

lumped in with the trouble makers at the back of the class for his poor academic performance. Only when the 

teacher called on him to read something from the blackboard and he responded with “Where’s the blackboard?” 

did it become apparent that he was in dire need of glasses. From that point forward, David became a great fan of 

nonfiction literature. 

 Though he took readily to reading, David never much favored the 

primary school environment, and he would often skip class. In 

Massachusetts, he would take the train from Winchester to Boston rather 

than going to school, spending his days talking to the fisherfolk along the 

pier.  Sometimes they would take him along on their fishing trips. “He 

loved it,” Brand said. “They were real people doing real things. You 

learned a lot more than you did in school.”  

 Spending summers in the St. Croix Valley is a treat for any child, 

and David was no exception. He learned how to swim at the dam in Red 

Beach, where he would spend his later years living with his wife, Joan. The 

waters of the river and greater Passamaquoddy Bay area proved irresistible 

to David, who spent many days sailing up and down the waters in his 20’ 

boat built by the Whalen brothers of Red Beach. 

  When David and Brand 

were around 9 and 11 years old, 

the County Road was being 

paved for the first time. Walking 

along it together, one of them began to throw the hot, sticky tar at the 

other, reveling in the unfamiliar substance. Before long both boys were 

thoroughly coated in tar, a problem their grandmother found much less 

amusing. After an evening of being doused with kerosene to remove 

the tar and suffering the total loss of much of their clothing, the boys 

found their spirits slightly dampened as well.  

 When the brothers were a bit older and in attendance at Bard 

College, they faced enlistment to fight on behalf of the allies in the 

Second World War. The night before David's departure, the pair got 

thoroughly cockeyed at a local beer hall, Brand recalls. A few months 

later, he too was on his way to England. Though they were never able 

to meet in person, David did manage to contact Brand via the 

telephone when both of them were in the United Kingdom, providing a 

comforting connection to home in an otherwise distant land. 

 After returning home, David reentered the world of academics for a time before settling into a position as 

a salesman for the same paper company Brand worked at. He continued to read voraciously and became a skilled 

conversationalist on almost any subject.  

 He is remembered fondly for his charming demeanor and ability to tell grand stories of yesteryear. 

David at the Stone House, circa 1933 
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Connecting with the Society Online  
   The society continues to expand its online presence, most notably through our ever-growing Facebook 

page located at www.facebook.com/stcroixhs. The Facebook page now has 1,054 likes, up from 734 in the last 

newsletter. Many of the newest fans have come from St. Stephen, which now hosts 242 SCHS fans—

surpassing Calais at 193. Our international reach continues to grow with new fans based in Russia, Thailand, 

India, and Singapore. Women continue to represent the majority of fans, composing a total of 67%. The digital 

outreach has also been successful in netting the interest of the younger contingent, with 20% of fans age 34 

and under. 

   The most popular post of the past quarter was this gem from President Al of the stagecoach that 

traveled between Calais and Bangor, and points in between. The post reached about 8,300 people as a result of 

87 shares. Al gives us the story: 

  “If you wanted to travel between Calais and Bangor in 1848 there were two choices- a steamship down 

the river to Eastport connecting with the Penobscot River steamer or this stagecoach which traveled the coastal 

road from Calais through Machias and Ellsworth. There was, as yet, no Airline Road. 

The stagecoach, now a museum piece, is valued in six figures. The trip was not for the faint of heart. 

The stage left Bangor at 2 in the afternoon and arrived in Ellsworth that night around 7 P.M. where the 

passengers got a few hours’ sleep. At 3 a.m. the stage left for Machias without, according to a grim newspaper 

report of this trip in an old Calais 

Advertiser, breakfast or any sustenance 

until Cherryfield. The writer says ‘to be 

driven until near noon without breakfast 

is a great cruelty and should be an 

indictable offense among Christians.’ 

The stage then continued on to 

Dennysville for supper and finally on to 

Calais where it arrived at the St Croix 

Exchange, later the St Croix Hotel, at 

about 2 A.M. the next day, 23 hours 

after leaving Ellsworth. Did I mention 

the trip described in the article took 

place during the winter when the 

temperature was 10-20 below zero, a 

fact which the writer emphasizes when 

he counsels that ‘Ladies and persons not 

well should not take the mail line until 

warm weather sets in.’ Sounds like good 

advice.” 

 

The post has attracted various comments from the online community. Both Bernie Trott and Darrell 

McLaughlin noted that their great-grandfathers were drivers of the coach, while others discovered a newfound 

appreciation of the modern Airline Road. “This is amazing. I had no idea any of these old coaches still 

existed,” Dianne Simpson added. 

The Bangor-Machias-Calais Stagecoach 
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Al sends out a weekly e-mail to a mailing list that anyone is welcome to join. Each week he features an 

interesting fact, relevant story, or intriguing photo for folks to enjoy. To sign up, send an e-mail to Al at 

jaclaw1@gmail.com.  

Contact the SCHS:  

Do you have questions about local history, suggestions for events or presentations, or comments 

or concerns regarding the newsletter? Let us know!  

President: Al Churchill jaclaw1@gmail.com  

Vice President and Assistant Editor: Jerry LaPointe   

Treasurer: John Wood  

Editor and Secretary: Lura Jackson 

luraejackson@gmail.com   

Special Thanks to: Fred and Jo Becker  

 

New and Renewing Members since May 1st 

Ruth Ahrens 

Jack Alley 

Richard Auletta 

Kay Ball 

Pam and Allen Beckett 

David and Patsy Beckett 

Martha Beckett and Herm 

Gadway 

Joe and Susan Benedetto 

Frank Billings 

David Blaney 

Eunice Bothwick 

Earl and Ann Boyd 

Tom and Alison Brennan 

Richard Carroll 

Al Churchill 

Gloria Clark 

Eleanor Clark 

Ed and Marjorie Cook 

Paul and Sue Crawford 

Constance Croman 

Nick and Pam DelMonaco 

Susan Esposito 

Betsey Fales 

Christine Felker 

Susan Ferreira 

John Foley 

Mike and Cathy Footer 

Pat Gates 

Melodie Greene 

Richard Hall 

Karen Howell 

International Motel 

Lura and John Jackson 

David James 

Mike Johnson 

Dyer and Edith Johnston 

Lynn Jones 

Jim and Jean Kelley 

William Kolodnicki 

Rosella Lagerquist 

Jerry LaPointe 

Alan and Pam Livingstone 

Bruce and Jody Mills 

Geoff and Mary Mitchell 

Gayle and Bob Moholland 

Wilma Parks 

Patricia Peck 

Kerry and Eleanor Pinette 

Richard Preston 

Phil and Mavis Ross 

Carl and Heather Ross 

Carl and Margo Scribner 

Catherine Scullin 

David and Ann Simmons 

Jack and Sally Smith 

St. Croix Island Historic Site 

Ken and Lynda Strout 

James and Judy Thompson 

Judith Tompkins 

Norma Van Devander 

Elizabeth Wallace 

Sharon Webber 

Dale and Claire Wing 

John Wood 

Paul Zebiak 

mailto:jaclaw1@gmail.com
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The Society is supported through membership dues and donations. If you haven’t yet 

paid your 2015 dues, please remember to do so. To make a donation via credit, debit, or 

Paypal, visit http://stcroixhistorical.com/?page_id=400 and click “Donate”.  
  

 

Financial Update  
The checkbook balance is $2,874.44.  The savings account balance is $1576.19.  The value of the 100 

shares of Qualcomm stock has decreased to $5,947.55.  

 

  

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:  

Available by mail from SCHS, prices include postage  

  

Note Cards:     

4 Views of St. Croix Island (8 cards & envelopes total) –   

Paintings by Mary Livingstone - $15   

Books:            

Champlain's Journal - translated from French - $8   

 “Washington County, Maine in the Civil War 1861-66” by Ken Ross - $32  

           Ganong's, "Champlain's Island" - $12   

 “Beginnings” (A reprint of the 1875 “Annals of Calais” by Rev. Knowlton) - $16  

  “Pork, Molasses, & Timber” by Eaton - $14  

Around Town by Rail - $11  

Nellie’s Diary - $29  

The Way We Were 1908 - $19  

Keene on Red Beach - $29  

Calais Fair 1914 - $14  

Ned’s Valley - $29  

The Valley Cookbook - $14  

Charlie’s Civil War - $24 Calais 

Centennial - $14  
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Picture Books:  

       “In Days Past: Calais 1896” - 52 views - $8   

   “In Days Past: St. Andrews 1896” - 30 views - $8    

   “Old Friends” - 49 old area photos - $6  

   “Scenes of St. Stephen, 1895” - $9   

   “Scenes of Campobello, Eastport, & Lubec, 1895” - $10  

Maps:      Red Beach Birdseye view map, 11x17, laminated - $15  
                      Calais, St. Stephen, & Milltown Birdseye view map 1879, 11x17, laminated - $15  

           Wharfs of Calais & St. Stephen map 1856, 11x17, laminated - $15  

DVD:      Calais First Town Meeting Reenactment - $19  

  

  

           Order at St. Croix Historical Society, P. O. Box 242, Calais, ME 04619  

  

MEMBERSHIP FORM  

 NAME …………………………………………………………………………………………  

  

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………..  

  

CITY ……………………………………….STATE………………………………………….   

  

ZIP  CODE …………………………… EMAIL ……………………………………………..  

  

If a gift membership, please include name and address to whom the gift membership goes.  

Amount Paid:  ____________    

Please apply to: Regular_________ Gift Membership________  

Historian  $15   

Family  $25        

Supporting  $35        

Corp/Bus  $60  

Patron           $150 (includes one free 3 hour rental of Holmestead meeting room)      

Life                $500  

Mail checks to: St. Croix Historical Society  

PO Box 242  

        Calais, ME 04619  
We are a 501 (c) 3 tax deductible organization under IRS  
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